
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
January 22, 2019 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
January 22, 2019. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were:  
Eron Berg, President; Al Littlefield, Vice President and Joe Lindquist, Secretary.  Also in 
attendance were:  George Sidhu, General Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney, Mark 
Handzlik, Engineering Manager, Sally Saxton, Treasurer and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the 
Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Gerry Bosworth and Patrick Martin; District 
Employees:  Mike Fox, Gary Chrysler, Kathy White, Doug Streeter, Kevin Tate, Mark 
Semrau, Brian Henshaw, Bill Trueman, Jay Sedivy, and Luis Gonzalez. 

Commissioner Lindquist led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Lindquist moved to approve the Consent Agenda for January 22, 2019 
1. Approval of Agenda 01/22/19 
2. Approval of Minutes 01/08/19 Commission Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 01/15/19 

No. 2839-Voucher Nos. 14559-14598 ($753,179.41) 
4. Approval of Vouchers 01/22/19 

No. 2840-Voucher Nos. 14599-14642, Payroll Check Nos. 25579-25661 
($725,985.71) 

The motion passed. 

Treasurer Saxton presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2018. 

Under Audience Comments, Gerry Bosworth asked when the rate increase went into 
effect and commented that his bill seems high and believes he was billed at the new rate 
beginning December 1 instead of January 1; Manager Sidhu replied that staff will need to 
look at his account and consumption. 

Under Old Business: 

5. Manager’s Report-Manager Sidhu reported on the following: 
• Regarding the hearing for Jason Graham, staff conducted two site visits and are 

working on a memo of their findings and the plan is to present it to the Board at 
the meeting of February 12 and invite Mr. Graham back to that meeting.   

• Met with Port Executive Director Patsy Martin and will have be having 
SkagitNET updates for the Commission every other month beginning in February. 

• Had our first Commissioner Orientation Work Session last week and the Schedule 
for upcoming work sessions will be 01/29 @ 4:30 PM, 02/05, and 2/19 at 4:00 
PM. 

• The District is working to submit an application to the state for capital funding for 
a waterline extension to help with rural water supply issues.  Last week 
Commissioners Littlefield and Lindquist, our lobbyist Cameron Bailey and I met 
with legislators to discuss the project and received favorable response.  Since that 
meeting I have been working to get letters of support from local agencies.  Will be 
attending WA PUD Association (WPUDA) meetings next week and will also 
schedule some meetings in Olympia February 13 & 14.  Commissioner Littlefield 
commented on his meeting with legislators. Discussion ensued regarding the rural 
water issue and looking at the economic feasibility of provision of water east of 
Sedro-Woolley without fireflow. 

A request for additional Audience Comments; Patrick Martin, 60789 SR 20, Marblemount, 
stated he wished to make an offer on a piece of surplus property the District acquired for 
delinquent LUD assessments.  Commissioner Berg stated there is a process to follow, but the 
Commission is willing to hear why he’s interested in the property.  He stated that the 



property belonged to his grandfather and he would like to get the family property back; 
Manager Sidhu replied the District has declared the property surplus and is still working with 
a realtor.  Attorney Gilbert stated that it would be helpful to clear the property, if Mr. Martin 
is willing to make a fair offer, we can certainly work with the realtor, but he would be happy 
to speak with him after the meeting regarding his offer. 

6. Quarterly Report – Safety.  Safety/Risk Coordinator Sedivy presented the 
quarterly report for safety and risk management, including updates regarding 
WTP safety management overhaul, inventoried confined spaces to date, 
GIS/CityWorks to inventory hazards, safety training, formulated fall protection 
plans for creek intakes, and workers compensation retrospective rating. 

NEW BUSINESS 

7. Update and Revision to Policy #1026 – Commitment to Safety – Action 
Manager Sidhu reviewed the proposed policy revision and recommended approval.  
Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve and authorize the General Manager to 
sign Policy #1026 Safety Requirements and Commitment to Safety.  The motion 
passed. 

8. Real Estate Services – Discussion 
Manager Sidhu stated no action is being requested at this time.  He reviewed the 
process to date including results of a Request for Proposals (RFP’s) for real estate 
services to assist the District with the sale of surplus property and acquisition of 
new property.  Two of the three surplus properties have been sold and the goal by 
April is to look at staying in the current building, building a new building on this 
site or building on another site.  Staff is looking for direction regarding criteria to 
solicit and select and whether the Commission has interest in using a different 
selection process.  Discussion ensued regarding the selection process, lack of 
response by local agencies, initial firm selection due to experience and track record 
of assisting public agencies, the three proposals submitted, fee structures, whether 
to advertise again for RFP’s and continued discussion.  The Commission  requested 
adding Real Estate Services discussion at the next Commissioner Orientation Work 
Session on January 29. 

9. Delinquent Local Utility District (LUD) assessment Report – Action 
Treasurer Saxton provided background regarding delinquent LUD assessments and 
the authority to pursue foreclosure proceedings on LUD assessments that have two 
or more installments delinquent.  She requested the Commission to authorize the 
Treasurer to offer automatic bank deductions for all LUD installments and to start 
collection actions on delinquent LUD installments up to and including foreclosure.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of delinquent LUD’s.  Commissioner 
Lindquist moved to authorize the Treasurer to offer automatic bank deductions for 
all LUD installments and to start collection actions on delinquent LUD installments 
up to and including foreclosure.  The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Sidhu distributed a leak history map to the Commission 
and provided an update regarding 4-inch and 6-inch pipe leaks on Fir Street in Mount 
Vernon. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Lindquist reported on his attendance at 
the first of four WPUDA Commissioner training sessions, the legislative reception and 
meeting with Manager Sidhu to discussion the proposed pipeline extension. 

Commissioner Littlefield reported he attended the same WPUDA meetings as 
Commissioner Lindquist. 

Commissioner Berg reported on his attendance at the Skagit Council of Governments 
(SCOG) and Regional Transportation Committee meetings on Commissioner Lindquist’s 
behalf as he was in Olympia and offered that the District could make a presentation to 
SCOG regarding fiber and the County has invited the District to come and make a 
presentation as well.  He also reported that Commissioner Lindquist was selected as co-
chair for SCOG and will be chair next year. 
  



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Berg stated the 
meeting of January 22, 2019 was adjourned at 5:40 PM.   
 
 
 
   
 Eron Berg, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Joe Lindquist, Secretary Al Littlefield, Vice President 
 


